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No,	silly!	Not	the	temperature	outside,	but	
instead,	we’re	getting	closer	to	show	time	
each	day!	I	appreciate	all	of	you	who	have	
attended	the	Back	to	Basics	Swine	meetings	
on	Tuesday	nights	each	month.	The	Novem-
ber	meeting	was	special	because	we	were	
able	to	hear	from	a	former	4-H	parent	of	
what	it	takes	to	be	more	successful	in	the	
show	ring.		
After	the	meeting,	he	and	I	visited,	and	it	is	
evident	to	him	that	we	have	a	bunch	of	
“greenhorns”	who	are	eager	to	learn.	So,	let’s	
recap	what	he	talked	about	and	what	we	will	
continue	to	remind	you.	We	can’t	think	of	a	
better	way	to	give	you	a	great	roadmap	for	
you	to	follow,	in	order	to	achieve	your	goals.	
	
-Shows	are	won	or	lost	at	Thanksgiving	and	
Christmas.		I’ve	noticed	things	when	it	gets	
cold.	I	think	you	think	I	don’t	always	pay	at-
tention..	We	have	the	speed	feeders	come	
out.	If	there	were	an	Olympic	sport	for	who	
can	clear	a	fence	and	feed	pigs	the	fastest,	I	
could	form	a	team	of	gold	medal	winners!	I	
mean	that	jokingly,	but	those	of	you	who	
think	you’re	going	to	be	competitive,	haven’t	
been	taking	the	necessary	time	to	brush,	
clean	pens,	walk,	feed,	and	check	water	like	
you	maybe	were	when	it	was	warmer.	Guys	
and	gals,	this	is	how	you	get	beat.	The	cold	
weather	is	downright	terrible,	but	each	day	
you	slack	off,	is	a	day	you	won’t	get	back.		
	
-Livestock	projects	are	the	best	way	to	spend	
quality	time	with	your	mom	and	dad.	So	that	
sounds	cliche,	but	its	so	true.	I	notice	dads	
and	daughters	who	have	found	something	
they	like	in	common	that	they	can	do	togeth-
er.	Cherish	this	time	with	your	parents.	Some	

of	my	fondest	memories	I	have	of	growing	
up,	were	when	I	was	out	feeding	animals	
with	my	mom.		
-Pay	attention	to	your	project	and	quit	wor-
rying	about	everyone	else’s.	There’s	a	reason	
that	I	have	everyone	feeding	different	rations	
and	diets.	It’s	because	not	all	pigs	are	alike,	
and	they	are	all	going	different	places.	Also,	
the	more	time	you	spend	thinking	about	oth-
er	kids’	projects,	the	less	time	you’ll	think	
about	yours.	
-Brush,	walk,	brush,	walk.	We	don’t	tell	you	
this	to	be	mean,	but	it	truly	can	make	a	differ-
ence	in	your	project.	It	helps	the	appearance	
of	the	pig	and	gives	you	an	advantage	in	the	
ring.	
	
-Try	walking	with	two	whips.	Some	kids	and	
pigs	don’t	react	to	one	whip	well,	so	try	using	
two.	Walk	your	pig	in	a	straight	line,	lightly	
tapping	under	his	jaw	with	each	whip,	like	
you’re	playing	a	drum.	
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 The pork industry supports more than 
800,000 jobs. 

 Pork is the most widely eaten meat in 
the world. 

 The pig is rated the 4th most intelligent 
animal. 

“I am fond of pigs. Dogs look up to us, cats 
look down on us. Pigs treat us as equals.” 

  Winston Churchill 

Pork Facts 
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Hitting the show trail can mean many different things. Are you 
only going to your local and county shows? Or do you plan on 
going to major shows? The plans that you make at home when 
feeding, grooming, and walking all play into this, as well as 
what’s in your budget and what you plan to get accomplished. 
Let’s first begin with the local/county shows. I strongly advise 
that your pig is washed and clipped before you get to the show 
barn. This lets you take your time and decreases the stress on you 
and your pig. With skin and hair care, if you have never brushed 
your pig and expect the clip job to “fix” his skin, you are wrong. 
If anything, the dry, scaly skin will be even more evident, no 
matter what you put on it to cover it up. You want your pig to be 
pretty and shiny, right? Well, then start brushing once you get 
him.  
Once you have that done, it’s time to start packing what your pig 
will need at the show (refer to page 3 for what to include in your 
show box.) Also when getting ready, you need to think about 
how the pens at the show will be different from yours at home. 
The environment will be quite different in some cases. Also, you 
need to replicate from a feed standpoint what you do at home to 
what you do at the show. The week of or day before the show is 
not the time to add some snake oil trick to your feed program, 
such as increased electrolytes, massive amounts of Paylean, a fat 
supplement, or pancake syrup. Pretty much what your pig looks 
like a week out is what he’ll look like on show day. When you 
start adding things quickly for an intended result, you are either 
A.) behind or B.) have taken bad advice. You can really mess up 
a pig’s gut when doing things like this. Then he goes off of feed 
and looks like a gutted snowbird on show day. I’m fine with uti-
lizing Paylean or fat supplements, as long as you start that at least 
30 days prior to your intended show. As far as watering your 
pigs, you will obviously not be allowed to bring water barrels, 
and I discourage the use of pipe waterers, so you’ll be hand wa-
tering, meaning using a hanging feeder to get water to them. 
Since 99.9% of the shows are like this, I would begin hand water-
ing at least a week out, if you are able to do this. Why, you may 
ask? Because we want those pigs to be as comfortable with eating 
and drinking at the show as we can get them. The whole experi-
ence for hog and human goes a lot smoother. 
So your show box is packed and the only thing left is to get your 
pig to the barn. For county/major shows, we can help you with 
this as long as you meet us at your pen to help load and be at the 
show destination to help unload. That means you’ll need to fol-
low us or be at the barn when we get there. DO NOT expect 
whoever is hauling your pig to load him, your supplies, and un-
load everything. Also, it is wise to mark your stuff with your 
name. The person hauling the trailer is not responsible for mak-
ing sure you get home with all of your stuff. Time after time, 
county after county, it never fails that someone will load some-
thing at San Angelo, and ask me about it after Houston. Please 
understand that it’s hard enough keeping up with all that sur-
rounds the major show circuit, let alone someone’s prized bucket 
that they stole from someone else last year. 
Major Show Travel 
In Swisher County, just like in most other counties, we are 

blessed with a group of parents and the county to provide ways to 
get down the road. There should never be anyone who feels that 
they cannot find a ride for their animal to show. Let’s face it, not 
everyone has a trailer! For the major shows, we will have a major 
show travel meeting for all species the Thursday after the county 
show. This year, it falls on January 21st at 5:30 p.m. in the Exten-
sion Office. Make plans to attend and FFA members/advisors 
from our county are welcome too. At this meeting, we make 
plans for who, what, when, and where for every major show. It 
can be long and drawn out, but we feel that everyone needs to 
know that we would like to haul as a county and include every-
one. When we go to the major shows, we meet and leave from 
the county show barns. In that case, you may have to find a ride 
to there, especially if I’m off at another show. Also, we leave in 
most cases the day before you have to get in line. So, for in-
stance, for San Antonio, we leave on a Friday and get in line Sat-
urday morning. Then we meander through the line for a few 
hours before we get to the barn. You don’t have to stay in line 
with the trailers, but you better be at the barn waiting on us, so 
you can help unload. But, what should you be thinking about 
today when it comes to major show travel, say in February/
March? Ding, ding, ding! That’s right! Where are am I going to 
stay? I strongly advise that you get on Google maps, figure out 
where the show is at, and find acceptable hotels now, or call me 
and I’ll point you in the right direction. You need to understand 
that most shows are located in the not-so great parts of the cities 
they’re in. So, be careful! Also, you need to have a plan for how 
much you want to spend. The average price of hotels for me for 
all the major shows, is $122.75 per night. It’s not that I’m high 
maintenance, but that’s just the nature of the beast. I choose plac-
es based on where they are located, the closeness to the show 
grounds, and what will work since I’m not in the room all day 
long. What you will also need to consider, is the cost of fuel to 
get there. Maybe you should think about carpooling with other 
families who are showing pigs too.  The other huge cost is food. 
The reason is this: Parking. These shows aren’t set up to where 
you can come to the barn at 6 a.m., leave and go to Denny’s, then 
come back to the barn, then leave for lunch, then back to the 
barn, then leave for supper, then back to the barn, then go to the 
hotel. No. Even though you have parking pass doesn’t mean that 
you are a VIP (although I think all youth exhibitors should be 
treated more that way). The parking is cut throat. Unless you love 
walking a half mile to your car, I would venture to guess, if you 
get a good spot, you’ll want to keep it. The shows know this, so 
they have vendors available with high priced turkey legs and $5 
lemonade. Perfect. Well not for families on a budget. The right fit 
is your call. Eat all fair food or mix it up by packing a cooler with 
food in it. Either way, you need to do what works best for you. 
Hopefully, these tips can help all of you who are just getting into 
showing. Don’t let my viewpoint scare you away. I’m just telling 
the truth. These shows are extremely fun and all the while you 
have a shot of making some big sale money, along with being 
around your county friends, as well. After all, it comes down to 
having fun, and maybe breaking even so you can afford that high 
priced turkey leg the next year! 

Hitting the Show Trail 



The Back to Basics Swine Program is down to it’s fi-
nal meeting of the year! Remember, if you have at-
tended all 4 meetings, you will get a certificate and a 
reward to use at shows.  

Saturday, December 12th 9:00 a.m.— Showbarns 

Cost: $15.00 per exhibitor 

Clinician: Wayne Mercer, Whitesboro, TX 

 Showmanship, Grooming, Show Day Prep, Feed-
ing    

It is encouraged for one parent or family member 
to come along with you and for you to bring your 
pig. There will be a showmanship contest at the 
end. We hope to be done by 4:00 p.m.                                                                             
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Project Meeting Schedule Pig Breeds 

2016 Swisher County Stock Show 

The local and county shows will be here before you 
know it and it’s important to pay attention and be 
prepared. First, you need to let me know if you need 
help getting your pig to the show barn. Project lead-
ers and myself will help if we know to help. Also, at 
entry time, everyone was supposed to get a Project 
Record Form to fill out. You turn this in when you 
arrive at the county show barn. This is mandatory if 
you want to be eligible for an award or to participate 
in showmanship. I can help clip for 1st year feeders, 
but will not do it all for everyone. If you come to 
the showmanship clinic, we will demonstrate clip-
ping. Also, please read the show rules, which were 
given to each family at entry time. There is a lot of  
useful information in that book. The most common 
question I get is, what do I bring? Well, bring your 
hanging feeders, a bucket for feed and water, your 
whip, and some Sullivan’s Waterless Shampoo. You 
will be given a free bag of shavings, but extra shav-
ings will need to be bought at the show. Lastly, 
bring a camera, so each of your parents can take pic-
tures to put in your Swine Record Book that you 
will turn in next June. 

Berkshire - Black & white with erect ears exhibiting Berk-
shire breed character, must have white on face and tail un-
less tail is docked, three of the four legs must be white, no 
solid white or solid black face from ears forward, no solid 
black nose, white allowed on ears but neither ear can be 
entirely white, one occasional splash of white may be on 
body 

Chester White - Chester White breed characteristics, down 
medium sized ears, solid white, no color on skin larger than 
silver dollar, no colored hair 

Duroc - red in color and possesses Duroc breed character, 
down medium sized ears, no white hair, no black hair, max-
imum of 3 black spots on the skin and none can be larger 
than 2” diameter, no shading or indication of belt 

Hampshire - Black with white belt starting on front leg, belt 
may partially or totally encircle body, Hampshire breed 
character, erect ears not rounded, no white hair or streaking 
on forehead, no red hair 

Landrace - Landrace breed character, down large sized ears, 
solid white, no colored hair, no color on skin larger than 
silver dollar 

Poland China - Poland China breed character, black with 
white face and switch unless tail is docked, three of four 
legs must be white, may have occasional splash of white on 
body, maximum of one black leg, ears down, no evidence 
of belt formation, no red or sandy hair or pigment 

Spotted - Black and white in color, Spotted breed character, 
ears cannot be erect, no red tinted or sandy brown spots, 
no solid black head from ears forward, no distinct white 
belt (hair or skin) encircling and extending down on each 
shoulder 

Yorkshire - White in color and possesses Yorkshire breed 
character, ears must be erect, no hair color other than 
white, no colored skin larger than silver dollar, no masking 
above eyes larger than silver dollar 

Dark Crossbred - Black and/or red pigmentation, not 
sandy, rusty, orange, roan, gray, or blue making up 20% of 
total body area, can be black or red belted, black/red 
patched, or spotted 

Light Crossbred - Any coloration pattern or pigmentation 
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Sign up to receive text messages to remind you about    
4-H Club Meetings and Events! 

Swisher County 4-H: Text @swishe to 806-730-2385 
to receive reminders about county wide activities 

Tulia 4-H: Text @79088 to 806-730-2385 to receive 
reminders about Town & Country 4-H Club Meetings 
and project activities for Tulia 4-H members 

Happy 4-H: Text @79042 to 806-730-2385 to receive 
reminders about Happy 4-H Club Meetings and project 
activities for Happy 4-H members 

Kress 4-H: Text @kress52 to 806-730-2385 to receive 
reminders about Kress 4-H Club Meetings and project 
activities for Kress 4-H members 

 

 

 

 

 

	

Packing Your Show Box 

First, what is a show box? I’ve seen Rubbermaid brand 
chests with wheels, wooden boxes with padded seats, 
hanging show boxes, a tall 5 gallon bucket, and every-
thing in between. So, you find something that works for 
you, doesn’t take up a lot of space, and that carries what 
you need. If you think you may be in this awhile, it may 
not hurt to check with show supply companies for a 
hanging show box. Now, what do we put in there? 
There are folks on the show circuit who pack anything 
and everything they would ever need at a pig show. I’m 
not saying you need to do this, but here are some ideas 
for you to think about: 

 Feed cups 

 Safety pins or exhibitor number holder 

 Rags 

 Towels 

 Kaopectate or Imodium AD 

 Spray bottle 

 Brushes (big body brush and small face brush) 

 Empty disposable syringe 

 Whips 

 Electolytes 

 Pliers 

 Pens/markers 

 Zip ties or wire 

 Waterless shampoo or soap 

 Short water hose 

 Phone charger 

 Bag chairs (if there will be enough space at the 
show) 

Although there are many more things that people pack, 
this list will get you started! It is better to be prepared 
than to need it and have to pay high prices at show sup-
ply stores. 

Need a 4-H Reminder? 



Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension are open to all citizens without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, 
age, or national origin. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County                                       

Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 
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“It’s not the will to win, but the 
will to prepare to win that 
makes the difference.” 

 

   Paul Bryant 
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